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'FOR  THE  YEAR  133 5.  ‘ 


O1/ To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

>  * 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Ringwood  ana  Fordingbridge  Rural  District,  which  is  for  the 
2rear  1945. 


In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Minister  of  Health, 
this  report  is  again  submitted  to  you  in  curtailed  form,  in  view 
of  the  need  for  strict  economy  in  the  use  of  paper  and  owing  to 
increased  pressure  of  work  in  connection  wi th  war  conditions 
placed  upon  my  Department. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Detailed  information  together  v/ith  many  tables  bearing  upon 
vital  statistics  and  sociological  circumstances  is  to  bo  found 
in  my  Annual  Reports  up  to  the  year  1939. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  Dr.  C.  Conyers  Morrell,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  -  Mr.  R.A.  Upstone,  M.S.I.A,  al30 

Building  Byelaws  Surveyor  and 
Housing  E3tato  Manager. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors-  Mr.  W.W.  Dyson,  Cert #R. 3.1. 

Mr.  3.  Maher,  Cert.R.S.I. 
(Appointed  1st.  August,  1945) 

Contributions  to  the  salaries  of  the  above  officers  arc  mado 
under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1945. 

Area  (in  acres)  90,140.  Population  -  Census  1931  -  18,217. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  at  the  mid  year  1945 
for  purposes  of  vital  statistics  -  19,350. 

Rateable  Value  at  1st.  October,  1945  -  £122,800 


Sum  represented  by  a 

penny  rate  1944 

-  1945  - 

£503.  1.  5 

Live  Births 

Total 

Male  3 

Penal os 

Legitimate 

300 

~IST“ 

T3B 

Illegitimate 

32 

18 

14 

Birth  Rato  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated 

population 

-  17*1 

Still-Births  - 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

Sf 

IT 

- £  " 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  (live 

and  s  t  ill  )bi  rt  hs 

-  29.2 

• 

Deaths 

Total 

Males 

Females 

'  ’  W" 

TET 

Death-rato  per  1,000 

of  tlx  estimated 

population 

-  13.2 

1* 


Peath3  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

Puerperal  Sepsis  -  0.  Other  Puerperal  Causes  -  0* 

Death  Rato  of  Infants  under  oneyoar  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  -  33.1. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  -  26 *7* 

Illegitimate  infants  por  1,000  illegitimate  births  -  9*4* 

*  '  ; 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  -  45* 

Deaths  from  Measles (all  ages)  -  '  '0* 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (ail ages)  -  0. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhooa  (under  2  yoars  of  age)  -  1* 

Cancer  accounted  for  17*6  per  cent  of  all  deaths*  There 
were  during  1945,  45  deaths  attributed  to  this  cause,  of  which 
17  were  males  and  28  wore  females* 

One  case  of  suicido  was  recorded. 

There  wero  11  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ago,  and 
of  these  8  were  attributable  to  prematurity  and  congenital 
malformation  at: birth. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuborculosis )  during  the  year  1945: 

civTEiaiTonly. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 

Notiflod# 

t 

Cases  Admitted 

to  Hospital* 

tfotal 

Deaths* 

Scarlet  Fever 

80 

39 

i  ,  .  .i .  mi.  i,. 

0 

Who  o  ping  Cough 

19 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

0 

Measles 

163 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

22 

0 

7 

Corobro- spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

5 

5 

1 

Dysentery 

8 

0 

0 

1  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  during  1945* 
No  untoward  result. 


TUBERCULOSIS  -  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1945* 

ilw  ‘ 

Respiratory  New  Cases  -  16  Deaths  -  5 

Non-respiratory  New  Cases  -  3  Deaths  -  0 

There  is  no  evidence  of  excess ivo  incidence  of,  or 
mortality  from,  Tuborculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in 
the  aroa* 

Notification  of  infoctiou3  disoasos  Is  efficient* 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

With  tho  exception  of  a  fow  outlying  areas  in  tlx  extreme 
north-west  and  a  few  isolated  homesteads,  practically  tho  whole  of 
your  District  is  supplied  by  mains  of  the  West  Hampshire  Water 
Company*  The  supply  is  constant,  of  moderate  hardnos3,  ontiroly 
free  from  metals,  and  has  been  consistently  of  tho  highest  degree 
of  chemical  and  bacterial  purity* 

During  tho  year  the  Company’s  Mains  have  boon  extended, 
from  Fordingbridgc  to  Midghan,  and  from  Codshill  to  Godshill  Wood, 
and  extensions  have  been  carried  out  at  Ogdons  and  in  Thomoy  Hill. 

2* 


Owing  to  wolls  bo-corning  dry  in  th©  Linwood  area,  arrangement 
woro  made  by  tho  West  Hampshire  Water  Company  to  convey  water  in 
mobile  tanks  to  tho  residents. 

During  the  year  53  samples  of  water  were  collected  from 
wells  and  other  sources  and  were  submitted  to  tho  County 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis# 
Necessary  action  was  taken  where  supplies  were  found  to  be 
pollut ed# 

SANITATION, 

Ringwood  Sewerage, 

Disposal  at  your  Sewerage  Works  has  been  efficient  and 
satisfactory# 

Fordlngbridge . 

In  the  'area  of  the  town  of  Fordingbridge  there  exists 
a  population  of  approximately  4,000  persons  inhabiting 
approximately  one  thousand  dwellings,  tho  great  majority  of  which, 
arc  dependent  upon  cess-pits  or  worse  for  their  sanitation# 

In  very  many  cases  the  curtilages  of  these  dwellings,  particularly 
within  the  town  of  Fordingbridge,  are  small  and  quite  inconsistent 
with  safety  and  I  know  of  at  least  one  caso  in  the  main  street 
where,  there  being  no  garden,  tho  cess -pit  is  actually  beneath 
tho  floor  of  tho  dwelling# 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  all  water  for  drinking  purposes 
and  domestic  supplies  was  obtained  from  shallow  wells,  many  of 
which  were  found  to  be  polluted  by  tho  close  proximity  of  cess-pits 
I  pressed  many  years  ago  tha'c  this  town  and  its  environs  should 
be  provided  with  a  main  water  supply.  This  was  effected  in  the 
year  1935  by  extension  of  the  mains  of  the  West  Hampshire  Water 
Company  being  laid  taking  en  route  either  directly  or  by  means  of 
branch  mains  the  villages  of  Rockford,  Mockbeggar,  South  and 
North  Gorley,  Hyde,  and  Stuckton.  The  town  of  Fordingbridge  was 
fully  mained,  and  thence  the  main  was  continued  to  Lower  Burgate 
north  of  the  town,  with  a  branch  to  Tinkers  Cross  and  thpnce  to 
Fryom  Court.  A  branch  was  also  laid  to  Sandlehoath.  Within 
a  yoar  over  two  hundred  dwellings  in  tho  town  of  Fordingbridge 
had  been  connected  with  the  main  of  the  West  Hampshire  Water 
C  ompany • 


Since  no  main  sewerage  system  existed  in  the  town  and 
disposal  of  sewage  depended  upon  cess-pits  within  tho  curtilages 
of  dwellings,  considerable  additional. tax  was  placed  upon  these 
since  naturally  the  provision  of  a  main  water  supply  brought  about 
a  far  larger  use  of  water  for  all  domestic  purposes  than  when 
water  had  to  be  drawn  onerously  from  domestic  wells.  This  tax 
upon  the  cess-pits  brought  about  overflow  with  its  accompanying 
risk  of  pollution  of  surrounding  ground  and  consequent  serious 
menace  to  health,  and  also  led  to  dangerous  pollution  of  natural 
wat.er-coursos  in  the  neighbourhood. 

In  consequence  in  1935  I  pressed  the  very  urgent 
necessity  for  the  provision  of  a  mf&n  sewerage  scheme,  but 
unfortunately  without  result.  In  following  years  I  continued  to 
pross  for  this  and  stressed  again  and  again  that  it  was  impossible 
to  disregard  with  equanimity  the  well  established  sanitary  axiom 
that  when  main  water  supply  is  provided  main  seworago  is  essential# 

The  present  position  is  that  in  spit®  of  schemes 
considered  from  time  to  time,  the  town  of  Fordingbridge  and  its 
environs  still  remains  without  sewerage.  At  the  present  time 
with  the  exception  of  about  50  houses  in  the  town  of  Fordingbridge 
all  arc  supplied  with  main  water# 

3# 


Prom  580  houses  night-soil  collections  are  now  made 
by  tho  Council,  leaving  sink-waste  waters  to  be  discharged  into 
cess-pits.  Of  the  remaining  houses  the  majority  dispose  of 
their  sewage  into  cess-pits  somo  of  which  in  the  proximity  of 
the  river  Avon  become  flooded  when  the  river  reaches  high  level. 

A  few  dispose  sewage  into  surface  drains  thoreby  causing  fouling 
of  ditches. 

In  the  town  of  Pordingbridgc  is  a  Church  of  England 
Elementary  School  attended  by  approximately  270  children.  This 
school  is  provided  with  main  water  supply.  Sanitation  ha3  given 
rise  to  serious  complaint.  Emptying  of  latrino  buckets. is 
consistently  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority,  but  serious 
nuisance  arises  from  urinals  which  drain  into  a  sump  under  the 
play -ground.  This  frequently  overflows  necessitating  baling 

to  clear  the  urinal  channel  and  floor.  Other  waste-water 3  from 
the  school  similarly  drain  into  the  sump.  The,  present 

system  of  bucket  latrines  and  urinal  sump  in  tills  town  school 
presents  a  constant  menace  to  health. 

I  am  unable  to  viow  with  equanimity  tho  present  state 
of  sanitation  in  this  town,  and  would  press  most  emphatically 
that  a  main  sewerage  scheme  bo  put  in  hand  without  further  delay. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  FORDING BRIDGE  NIGHT-SOIL  COLLECTION, 

Incroasod  dumping  duo  to  War  conditions  caused  great 
difficulty  to  bo  cxporiencod  in  maintaining  dumps  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  In  addition,  owing  to  serious  shortage  of  personnel 
extreme  difficulty  was  met,  in  3pito  of  strenuous  efforts  mado  by 
your  Sanitary  Staff,  in  maintaining  sanitary  services  at  a 
satisfactory  levol.  With  tho  cessation  of  hostilities  tho 
provision  of  adequate  staff  and  labouring  pcrsonnol  becomes 
incumbent  for  efficient  functioning  of  your  Public  Health  services 
in  general  • 

During  the  yoar  your  Council  have  had  under  consideration 
the  purchase  of  a  sito  for  a  now  Refuse  Dump  at  Sandlchoath. 

Such  provision  is  essential;  I  would  however  strongly  advise  no 
dumping  being  carried  out  in  tho  near  vicinity  of  inhabited 
dwellings,  nor  on  wator-loggcd  ground.  I  am  hopeful  that 

tho  scheme  you  have  in  hand  to  inaugurate  a  mechanised  sanitary 
service  may  shortly  mature.  Such  improvement  has  long  boon 
overdue • 

HOUSING . 

Routine  housing  inspections  wero  again  found  not  tjp  bo 
practicable  during  the  year,  inspections  being  carried  out  only 
on  receipt  of  complaints.  In  August,  Mr.  Maher  was  appointed 
as  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  to  assist  in  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey,  but  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  work  necessitated  in 
connection  with  Building  Licences  very  little  ha  a  been  possible 
relative  to  the  survey.  At  the  end  of  the  year  114  houses  only 
had  boon  surveyed,  and  owing  to  further  Increases  In  building 
work  the  survey  has  boon  brought  to  a  standstill. 

BED  BUGS. 

One  dwolling  infested  with  bugs  was  disinfested  during 
the  year. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS, 


Routine  inspections  were  made  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Slaughter-house  of  animal  carcases  and  offal#  During  tho  year 
25*722  lbs#  of  meat  wore  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
In  addition  522  tins  of  food-stuff s,  5  stone  of  Plaico  and  Sole, 

12  3tonc  of  Mackerel,  4  lbs*  of  Digestive  Biscuits,  1  jar  of 
Marmalade,  and  1  cwt#  of  carrots  at  various  food-shops  were  found 
to  bo  unfit  for  human  consumption#  All  foods  were  voluntarily 
surrendered# 

lj-  lbs#  of  Custard  Powder  and  3  lb3#  of  Mustard  were 
inspected  for  tho  N#A#A#F#I*  and  were  found  to  be  unfit#  Those 
were  left  to  tho  disposal  of  tho  N#A#A#F#I#  on  R.A.F#  Stations# 

36  tins  of  food-stuffs  woro  inspected  at  tho  Ministry  of 
Food  Buffer  Depot  and  were  found  to  be  unfit. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  Staff  and  heavy  demands  upon  tho 
Sanitary  Department  especially  in  connection  with  Building 
Byo-laws  and  building  arrangements,  no  routino  inspections  of 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds  woro  possible# 

FACTORIES  ACT. 


Routine  inspections  havo  not  boon  possible# 

SCHOOLS  AND  CHILD  WELFARE . 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  children  in  the  schools  is  carried 
out  by  the  Staff  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  as  also  the 
conduct  of  Child  Welfare,  Tuborculosis,  Dental,  Ophthalmic  and 
/in te-natal  Clinics#  During  the  year  I  continued  to  carry  out 

duties  in  the  capacity  of  Part-time  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer, 
and  I  am  able  to  say  that  the  general  health  and  nutrition  of 
school-children  remained  good  and  tho  condition  of  infants  has  been 
very  satisfactory# 

Owing  to  very  unsatisfactory  lavatory  and  latrine 
accommodation  provided  at  the  Fordingbridgo  C.  of  E#  School,  I 
made  a  special  inspection  of  tho  promises  and  I  made  a  -full  report 
thereupon  to  the  County  Medical  Officor.  In  my  opinion  tlx 
premises  generally  are  antiquated  and  delapidated  and  tho  sanitary 
arrangements  do  not  meet  modern  requirements  for  good  sanitation# 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  informed  mo  that  the  Managers 
havo  the  matter  of  remedy  and  Improvement  under  consideration. 

I  would  draw  attention  to  my  remark  upon  this  school  under 
the  paragraph  above  upon  Fordingbridgo  Sanitation# 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  Notification  of  Birth3  Act,  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Acts,  Midwive3  Act,  and  Vonoroal  Disoasos  Act,  1917, 
arc  administered  by  tho  County  Council# 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  schemo  adopted  by  your  Council  in  1939  whereby 
Immunisation  of  children  i3  carried  out  by  private  practitionors 
has  continued  satisfactorily#  The  prophylactic  U30d  has  boon 
Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid. 

Tho  number  of  children  up  to  14  years  of  ago  immunised 
during  the  year  was  299#  The  number  of  children  undor  5  years  of 
age  protected  by  immunisation  resident  in  your  District  is 
approximately  59%,  and  those  over  5  approximately  87  The 

total  number  of  children  immunised  since  tho  inauguration  of  the 
scheme  in  1939  to  tho  3l3t.  Docombor  1945  has  boon  3706# 
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With  a  vi ©to  to  securing  that  tho  groatcst  possible .number 
of  children  should  receive  protection  at  the  earliest  suitable 
age,  that  i3  at  or  shortly  before  the  first  birthday,  tho  Minister 
of  Health,  in  November  1945,  put  forward  a  scheme  whereby  tho 
primary  responsibility  for  the  immunisation  of  infants  and  children 
under  school  age  should  rest  with  "Welfare  Authorities,  who  would 
also  bo  financially  responsible  for  the  expenses  of  immunisation 
of  such  children.  He  further  advised  that  where  u  District 
Council,  which  is  not  itself  the  Welfare  Authority,  already 
provides  facilities  extending  to  children  under  School  age, 
existing  arrangements  neod  not  be  disturbed  except  in  so  far  as 
the  Welfare  Authority  nay  dcsiro  to  supplement  thorn  in  order  to 
expedite  progress.  In  addition,  in  order  to  correlate 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  country  statistics  of  immunisation 
with  Diphtheria  notifications  and  deaths  from  diphtheria  tho 
Minister  of  Health  proposed  a  comprehensive  system  of  records  and 
returns,  and  advised  the  use  of  standardised  individual  record 
cards,  each  of  which  would  contain  all  relevant  information 
concerning  every  individual  child  immunised# 

Since  in  your  District  the  Hampshire  County  Council  is  the 
Welfare  Authority,  steps  were  at  once  taken  to  put  the  new  scheme 
into  effect,  and,  following  consultations  between  the  County 
Modical  Officer  and  myself  a  satisfactory  scheme  was  devised 
whereby  existing  arrangements  for  immunisations  in  your  District 
should  bo  continued,  supplemented  by  immunisations  of  infants  and 
young  children  by  Medical  Officers  of  tho  bounty  Council  when 
conducting  Infant  Welfare  Clxnics. 

Immunisation  of  children  of  school  age  continues  to  be  the 
responsibility,  both  financial  and  otherwise,  of  your  Council# 

Arrangements  were  also  made  by  me  for  inauguration  of  the 
new  system  of  recording  cases,  and  at  the  present  time  every  case 
immunised  is  recorded  with  full  particulars  on  an  individual 
card,  and  all  cards  are  so  filed  as  to  enable  ready  correlation 
with  diphtheria  notifications  end  30  on# 

Incidentally,  in  view  of  the  importance  now  attached  to 
securing  that  children  immunised  during  infancy  should  onreaching 
school  age  receive  a  further  re -inforcing  protective  dose,  I  have 
in  hand  a  scheme  for  bringing  this  to  the  notice  of  parents  and 
guardians,  and  for  impressing  upon  them  tho  great  desirability  of 
presenting  their  children  for  treatment . 

Tho  high  importance  and  efficacy  of  immunisation  is  well 
illustrated  by  tho  fact  that  in  1943  out  of  1079  Deaths  from 
Diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales,  14  deaths  only  occurred  in 
immunised  children  against  1037  In  non-immunised;  and  allowing 
for  the  proportion  of  immunised  children  against  non-immunised, 
tho  estimated  rate  of  dying  from  Diphtheria  was  about  25  times 
as  groat  amongst  the  non-immunised  as  amongst  tho  immunised# 

Again,  the  rate  of  Diphtheria  attack  was  only  1*16  in  immunised 
children  against  4 #06  in  non-immunised#  a 

SCABIES. 


Arrangements  made  for  persons  infected  with  Scabies  to  bo 
treated  at  the  Gas  Cleansing  Station  attached  to  the  Fordingbridge 
Cottage  Hospital  continued  to  function  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner#  Medical  supervision  has  boon  carried  out  by  .  • 

Col#  R#W#  Knox  (retired  I#M#3# )  and  treatment  administered  by 
personnel  of  tho  B.R.C.S#  (Fordingbridge  Branch)  under  the 
supervision  of  their  Officer  Commanding,  Mrs.  Harman. 
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During  the  year  19*15,  37  cases,  consisting  of  1  adult 
male  and  16  adult  females,  and  10  male  and  10  female  children  of 
school  age  and  under  have  been  treated  thero.  The  medicament 
used  has  been  benzyl-benzoate  emulsion* 

My  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  are  due  to  Col*  Knox 
and  Mrs.  Harman  for  the  very  excellent  work  which  has  boon 
carried  out  by  them  and  the  B.R.C.3.  personnel  in  a  voluntary 
capacity. 

In  addition,  5  cases  from  Ringwood  wrea  wore  troatod  at 
the  Scabies  Cleansing  Station  conducted  by  the  Borough  of 
Christchurch,  and  6  cases  where  secondary  infection  of  a  more 
or  loss  sorious  nature  occurred  were  admitted  to  the  Government 
Evacuation  Hostel,  "Killough, n  at  New  Milton,  administered  by 
me  for  the  Borough  of  Claris t church.  A  small  number  of  cases 

have  in  addition  been  troatod  by  thoir  own  medical  attendants; 
apart  from  these,  it  will  bo  observed  that  the  total  number 
treated  officially  during  the  year  was  48,  ?.3  against  a  total 
of  123  during  the  previous  year  1944. 

THORNEY  HILL  COMPOUND.  ' 

I  havo  mado  frequent  and  outspoken  reference  in  my  various 
reports  during  the  past  twelve  years  to  the  deplorable  and  highly 
insanitary  circumstances  under  which  tho  occupants  of  this 
Compound  exist,  cir cumstancos  which  are  entirely  incompatible  with 
every  principle  of  modern  hygiene.  I  havo  consistently  mado 
stronuous,  but  unfortunately  largely  ineffective, off orts  to  bring 
about  amelioration  of  the  conditions. 

At  long  last,  during  the  present  year,  the  wholo  matter 
of  tho  appalling  conditions  under  which  people  are  permitted  to 
live  in  this,  and  in  some  other  Compounds  not  within  your 
District,  and  under  which  children  are  permitted  to  be  born  and 
roared,  were  brought  to  the  direct  notice  of  the  Minister  of 
Health  by  your  Member  of  Parliament,  Col.  Crosthwaite-Eyres,  with 
the  result  that  a  deputation  from  your  Council,  and  also  one  from 
tho  Council  of  an  adjoining  District,  were  invited  to  attend  a 
conference  upon  tho  matter  at  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Most 
sympathetic  consideration  was  given,  and  I  express  my  hopo  that 
as  an  outcome  of  this  conference  tho  Minister  of  Health  will  take 
such  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient  to  terminate  for  all  time 
tho  possibility  of  a  section  of  the  community  being  permitted  in 
civilised  England  to  live  and  give  birth  to  and  rear  their  childron 
under  circumstances  which  in  some  ways  fall  short  of  those 
prevailing  in  tho  Middle  Ages.  I  await  hi3  action  with 

confidence.  The  result  which  I  feel  justified  in  anticipating, 
tho  eradication  of  a  most  serious  blot  upon  our  civilisation, 
will  prove  a  happy  culmination  to  the  long  struggle  which  I  havo 
mado  to  further  the  well-being  of  this  small  community.  In  this 
connection  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  tho  strong  support 
which  has  been  given  throughout  by  Mr.  Young,  tho  Deputy  Surveyor 
of  the  Forestry  Commission. 

Thero  is  an  appeal  which  ha 3  come  down  through  tho  ages, 
,fSinito  parvulos  veniro  ad  meM,  which  here  I  think  may  in  terms 
of  tho  modern  world  broadly  be  intorpretod,  -  afford  to  these 
small  people  and  thoir  little  ones  reasonable  opportunities  for 
hygiene  and  wholesome  living,  to  the  end  that  they  nay  take  their 
rightful  place  in  the  life  of  the  community  and  so  enjoy  their 
fair  share  of  human  happiness. 


7. 


POLIOMYELITIS  * 


During  tho  month  of  November  a  small  outbreak  of 
Anterior  Poliomyelitis ,  ( Inf antilo  Paralysis),  occurred  in 
connection  with  scholars  resident  at  and  attending  the  RIngwood 
Grammar  School.  The  total  number  of  cases  was  five.  Of  these, 
three  were  scholars  attending  the  School,  and  two  wore  contacts, 
one  a  lady  who  unhappily  succumbed  to  tho  infection,  tho  other 
a  little  girl.  There  wore  also  two  suspected  cases  which 
proved  not  to  bo  Poliomyelitis. 


DYSENTERY. 

During  September  a  limited  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery 
occurred  in  tho  Rockbourno  area.  Members  of  throe  families 
were  affected.  No  untoward  result  occurred.  The  source  of 
infection  was  unable  to  be  traced,  but  there  was  reason  to 
believe  that  tho  infection  was  contracted  during  a  visit  by 
members  of  one  of  the  families  to  another  part  of  England. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

A  small  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  the 
month  of  October  and  November  In  the  Fordingbridge  aroa 
involving  about  15  children  of  school  age.  In  vio,v  of 
attendant  circumstances  I  issued  an  order  for  closure  of 
Fordingbridge  C.E.  School  from  the  3rd.  to  the  12th.  November 
inclusive.  Two  further  cases  only  occurred  after  re-opening 
of  the  school. 

HORN  AIRPORT . 


The  civil  passenger  air  service  inaugurated  by  the 
British  Overseas  Airways  Corporation  in  November  1944  continued 
to  operate  throughout  tho  year  1945,  and  arrangements  made 
whereby  Dr.  Llewellyn  Thomas  was  appointed  through  the  Ministry 
of  Health  to  conduct  medical  examination  of  passengers  and  crow 
arriving  at  the  Airport  continued  to  function  In  a  very 
satisfactory  manner.  All  requirements  of  the  Public  Health 
(Aircraft)  Regulations  have  boon  punctiliously  carried  out, 
and  constant  vigilance  and  precautions  have  been  taken  to  guard 
against  the  introduction  of  infectious  diseases  from  abroad 
into  this  country.  In  no  case,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  ha3 
infection  been  introduced  by  contacts  or  otherwise  in  spite  of 
the  very  great  number  of  passengers  and  crew  transported. 

From  the  1st.  January  to  the  31st.  December  1945,  the 
number  of  aircraft  arriving  at  this  Airport  from  all  parts  of 
the  world  was  1815,  tho  number  of  passengers  was  19,617,  and 
the  number  of  crew  8,994.  Thero  has  been  considerable 
augmentation  of  this  service  during  the  present  year. 

Apart  from  relief  at  week-ends  and  during  official 
holiday  period  Dr.  Llewellyn  Thomas  lias  carried  out  Ms  duties 
single-handed  over  a  24  hour  period  daily.  His  very  considerable 
knowledge  and  experience  of  tropical  diseasos  acquired  during 
his  many  years  in  the  West  African  Medical  Service  have  proved 
invaluable,  and  ho  has  from  time  to  time  suggested  Important 
modifications  and  additions  to  routine  carried  out.  Some  of 
these  I  have  put  into  practice,  and  they  have  had  undoubtedly 
a  most  beneficial  effect  in  safe-guarding  the  population  of  this 
country  against  the  ever  present  danger  of  the  introduction 
of  3eriou3  infections  from  abroad.  This  risk  in  the  case  of 
air-borne  passengers  is  infinitely  greater  than  in  the  ca30  of 
sca-borno,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  travel  falling  well  within 
the  incubation  period  of  practically  all  infectious  diseases, 
in  particular  tljo  highly  fatal  diseases,  3raall-pox,  typhus, 
and  cholera. 


8. 


GENERAL . 


circumstances  placed  upA  the  staff  f  your  frffhT  *?  , 

especially  during  the  Earlier  parf  of  tlTyolr  ptlol  K£BOnt* 
appointment  of  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  oublic 
healthy  services  in  your  District  nave  successfully  boon 
maintained  at  a  reasonably  high  level,  though  much  of  the  routine 

suoolin?non]iyv1Carfi0(1  01113 *  Parti cuiarly  in  connection  with  milk 
supplies  and  housing,  has  had  oo  be  heavily  curtailed* 

,  4-  rn  1:110  that  milk  production  is  the  most 

important  staple  industry  in  your  District  I  am  very  anxious  that 
“  now  that  some,  of  the  restrictions  and 

^+.^.tcultlfs  al‘ls-nb  from  hostilijos  are  removed,  your  Sanitary 
stai.  may  oe  so  augmented  as  to  bo  in  a  position  to  rive  far  J 

to  ?hcnhf?cuenoff ?AaS  hon  Po^iblo  during  the  past  few  years 
to  one  ny^eue  oi  mi  m  production, 

Lilk  producers  in . y our  area  have,  1  know,  done  their 


best  under  very  adverse  circumstances  to  maintain  a  high  standard 
milk  Production  and  to  maintain  their  premises  in  a 
condition  commensurate  with  such.  Their  difficulties,  however, 

ccmsldp£n?y nrtau'  °fiStaff  ?nd  3hortage  of  materials  have  been 
coiioideiab^c,  with  the  result  that  in  some  instances  premises 

S"h  f  P^°au?tion  havo  rondod  to  fall  short  o?  She 

'°h  level  reached  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  recent  War, 

,  ,  1  an  |yoPGlul  that  before  long  this  high  level  may  once 

a^am  oe  reached  and  become  universal  throughout  your  District, 
bob  only  clean  milk  but  safe  milk  is  essential  if  the  health  of 
the  nation,  especially  a"  *  *- 


I  have  in  my  reports  in  the  pasu 


youn/ 
pas 


children,  is  to  be  maintained. 

.  ,  -  ,  —  x- - —  stressed  the  unquestionable 

ccessity  for  pasteurisation  of  all  milk  supplies.,  and  I  would 

WortmMj  bo  taken  to  impress  upon 
tnc  le^xolatr-re  the  high  importance  of  this  the  only  sure 
sax.  C;  uaru . 


I 


vsrisn  to  express  to  Mr,  Upstone  and  his  assistants  my 
l1  cneir  ever  ready  help  in  all  matters  affecting 


thanks  for  -choir  ever  ready  help  in  all  matters  affecting 
tecnnical  sanitation, . and  to  express  to  your  Council  and  its 
Ox  J-cors  my  appreciation  of  help  and  consideration  extended  to  me. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C  *  CONYERS  MORRELL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


1st,  July,  1946 
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